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To the World My Great Grandmother Hoped

Yamada Junior High School 3rd grade
Hinata Aso

My great grandmother passed away about 4 years ago. She always smiled and there were
always a lot of people around her. I used to talk to her about my school life. She looked
happy when she listened to my stories. I loved her very much.

When I was a 6th grade student in elementary school,I studied about "the war". I talked
to my grandmother about this class. Then she told me that my great grandmother had some
diaries. They were about the war and her life 77 years ago. At first,] was scared to read
these diaries, but I decided to read it thanks to my family's advice. The diary says, "I saw
that my house had been destroyed by a fierce fire as I finished crossing the Kotsuki river.
It was my lovely house that we had moved into soon after getting married. All my wedding
outfits, wardrobes, a dresser, clothes and diaries filled with memories were burnt to ashes.
My hatred for our enemies grew bigger." These sentences were written on June 17th in
1945 after the major air raid on Kagoshima. I felt frightened by her words because they
didn't seem to match the image of my great grandmother. Can you imagine your precious
things being destroyed right in front of you by this overwhelming huge power? Can you
imagine losing people that you always talk with so suddenly? I think it is difficult for
people living in Japan during the Reiwa period because we Japanese people appear to live
in a safe place that is highly advanced and has no war. But is that really true? We need to
think about the global situation.

Some countries and areas are moving away from peace now. The latest example is
Ukraine. The Russian army has invaded Ukraine. Every day, I hear tragic and unbelievable
words on TV, newspapers and Internet. Death, torture,weapons;these words always
make me disappointed. A few months ago, I saw a woman's interview shot underground in
Ukraine. She said,"I lost many precious things." At that very moment, I thought she was
exactly like my great grandmother. My great grandmother, 77 years ago and the Ukrainian
woman living in this period,essentially had the same experience. I was deeply shocked
because the world has not changed at all.

If my great grandmother had seen today's situation, she would be so disappointed. That's
why I am here. That's why I made up my mind to say something. "I would like to pass my
great grandmother's memories down to the next generations.” This is my message for her.
I think she hoped to see a world that is free from the same violence she saw while crossing
the Kotsuki rever. Her diaries described her agony and her earnest hopes for the future.
It is my turn to hand them down to my generation.

I am a member of school council. In the meeting, I often show some articles about the
war to all students. They always write down their feelings and share them to others. Like
you see,] can make small but positive change into our school. I know it is a small step and
won't directly change the global situation right now. However, someone might understand
my thoughts if I tell them from the bottom of my heat. Someone who listened to my way
of thinking might pass it on to the next generation. I'm sure that these sequence of events
will never stop, and will coutinue to affect the global landscape.
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Destination of Peace

Chikuyo Gakuen High school 2nd Grade
Kanae Haruyama

What is peace? When I was asked this question in elementary school, I could not answer
anything. Perhaps I was spoiled by an environment in which I could have anything I
wanted. However, I would never be able to say that the current situation is still peaceful.
The invasion of Ukraine, the assassination of a former prime minister, violent crimes, and
other news so painful that I want to cover my ears in my daily life. It is precisely because
of this that I have decided to reconsider the meaning of peace. True peace cannot be
realized without regaining a sense of peace that is fading away. I believe that the answer
to this question can be found 77 years ago.

I would like to tell you a story about my great-grandfather. My great-grandfather, who
lived in Kagoshima and is now deceased, told me about the war when I returned home
once a year. He told me,"]l would have done anything to live. Someone I knew became a
Kamikaze pilot and never came back. I was the one who survived." With a gloomy face, my
great-grandfather told me. He took me to the Kanoya Air Base Museum, which was located
nearby, when I was in elementary school and had never heard of the war. Since there was
only one Kamikaze base in Kagoshima, the U.S. military's attacks on Kagoshima were so
intense that they could not be compared to those in other regional cities. After watching
a mini-theater about the Kamikaze pilots, my heart ached from the sheer cruelty of it all.
Saddened, I held my great-grandfather's hand tightly and then he said to me, "I hope you
can hold on to the feelings you have now for a long time to come." My great-grandfather
looked straight ahead, but I still remember that his eyes were full of tears..

I am now a high school student. What can I do? After much deliberation, I decided to run
for the Peace Messengers, and the other day I became a Peace Messengers. In the course
of my activities as an Peace Messengers, I was astonished at the lack of opportunities for
peace educartion in recent years. I heard that my brother had a peace study in Nagasaki,
but it lasted only one hour. It is too terrible that the memory of war continues to fade
away. Just as my great-grandfather entrusted me with his legacy, I would like to expand
the memory of the war, even if only gradually. To know the past is to know the present.

Even if I do nothing now, there will certainly be a peaceful everyday life. However, there
is a future that will surely change if I am aware of it now. What does it matter if we are
powerless? We are too young to give up and say we are powerless. Why don't we take an
interest in the past and in the problems that are happening now? If we gather the pieces of
our interest one by one, a big puzzle will be completed. Why don't we make war a personal
matter, instead of something else? Now I can give an answer to question, what is peace? Is
peace only based on someone else's sacrifice and shed blood? No, it is not. It is based on
people's happiness in their daily lives. When this appeal reaches someone, I can proudly
say that another piece has been filled in and that we are one step closer to a lasting peace.
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Peace is the way

National Taipei University of Education Experimental Elementary School 6th Grade
Peng Suan Qiu(Madeline)

Peace is a dream within our reach but always seems so far away. If we learn from
history, we will see that even though fear is the fastest way to control, it isn't the only
solution. That 1s because hatred made us revenge on each other, and it only creates a
vicious circle. I believe we can start a new chapter of our lives by working together. If we
do so, we will be one step closer to the goal we are aiming for.

My idea of peace is to share joys and sorrows, and help support each other, because
everyone is working toward the same goal, staying alive, since our world still has a lot
of problems waiting for us to solve. I think war is how strong countries force vulnerable
countries to give in, but what if they simply talk or try to negotiate? Could there have
been a different result? This tells us that peace can be achieved if you truly want to, our
past is here to tell us the mistakes we used to make, and if we look for them, there is
always a clue hidden within.

Would you hate someone you never met and know anything about? I think most people
would answer no because you have no reason to hate them. Everyone has a family to
protect, so what if you lives were threatened and by hating innocent people you would be
saved. Would you hate them? One of my favorite books is "The diary of a young girl" it
tells the story of Anne Frank; I don't think it was fair that the Jews were discriminated
against and massacred just because they were Jews. That wasn't either reasonable or
moral. If I were Anne, I would forgive the person who told the secret police because he
just wanted to protect his loved ones. The real criminal is the person behind everything
as they were the ones. The real criminal is the person behind everything as they were the
ones who made everyday citizens go opposite to each other. I remember that Confucius
once said always treat others as you want them to treat you. This sentence means to
have empathy for people who are having a hard time. We should try to put ourselves into
someone else's shoes, for this is another step towards peace.

An important part of peace is having respect for others and learning to have tolerance.
If we respect their culture and beliefs, we will find similarities between each other. Maybe
there is something we can learn from our differences, such as we can share things they
don't know. Many people around the world are lending a helping hand to make this world
a better place, and our world can be more peaceful by doing this. We can join them, and
together we can change this world our hands. A little help can make a big difference. Let's
start now! It isn't too late. There is no way to peace because peace is the path we are
walking, and it's not an impossible dream.
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