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What is War ?

Kushira Middle School 3rd Grade
Kurata Towa

What do you think when you hear the word war?

I think there are people who have experienced it, people who know a lot about it, and
people who don't really get it.

I didn't know much about the war to begin with.

When I was in elementary school, I heard that a war happened a long time ago.

At that time, I just know that something like this had happened in Japan.

Time passed and I was in sixth grade.

We went on a field trip to see the war sites.

At that time, I felt that war was happening around me. I felt like I was there when it
happened.

I understood war more when I became a junior high school student. We went to the war
site and the museum again. A guide came and explained every detail of the war.

At the museum, the museum staff gave us detailed information about what the items in
the museum were used for.

After listening to these two people, I realized how tragic war is, and I began to think
that war is not good and it will never be good.

I think wars started because of various things people did in the past, but I don't think
there's any need to go out of your way to kill people and hurt their families and friends. I
want to live my life thinking about the feelings of those who don't want war and don't want

it to happen, and act accordingly.
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To Solve Small Wars

Kanoya Girls' High School 2nd Grade
Mine Otoa

Few people can clearly answer the question: “Can we say that Japan is at peace today?”
Japan is not at war with any other country and appears to be at peace. But is there truly
no conflict within Japan?

I believe we can say that Japan is both at peace and not at peace. I call it “peaceful”
because there are no wars with other countries involving guns or violence. But I also say
it is “not peaceful” because a small war is happening inside Japan even now.

Small wars are conflicts that do not involve guns or physical weapons. In such wars,
tools like words and pressure are used instead.

The schools where we spend our time are like battlefields. We cannot say that the only
weapons there are academic or athletic abilities. Some people use violence to gain status.
Others use words to bring someone down. Some apply pressure to make themselves appear
stronger.

This kind of war is never one-on-one. Sometimes, it's many against one.

Have you ever heard of the angelfish? This species ofter divides into the many and the
few. The majority unites against the minority and causes them to suffer. Once the minority
disappears, the group splits again, and the same cycle continues-until it reaches its limit.
This is a microcosm of Japanese society. People tend to unite only when they share a
common enemy. Everyone knows how fragile this unity is, yet they still sacrifice one
person to gain temporary peace of mind.

I do not believe this is true peace. Peace is when everyone around you can smile from
the bottom of their hearts. If someone-whether it's another person or even yourself-is
suffering, that cannot be called peace.

So I will not sacrifice anyone just to laugh. I want to say that both I and those around
me are truly happy. I wan't leave anyone behind.

I want school, our battlefield, to be a place where we fight only with our own strength,
without hurting others. I never want it to become a place where violence, harsh words, or
any other means are used to sacrifice someone.

However, even if our school changes, it doesn't mean that all of Japan or the world is at
peace.

Peace becomes possible only when someone takes a small step forword with courage.
The world is heading toward something new, and in that future, we must take care of each
other and never abandon anyone.

I hope the world will become a place where not a single person is sacrificed.
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Beautifuful flower through all eternity
Kagoshima Gyokuryu High school 3rd Grade
Nakadake Hanano

We must feel a sense of crisis. It was one morning, when I turned on the television, news
about the war being broadcast almost every day.

While watching that, I was casually wondering if it would end soon.

Suddenly, the hands that were clearing the dishes came to stop.

It was because, I was shocked at myself. I started thinking about it as if it were
someone else's problem. Watching television had become a habit, and I had gotten used
to this unusual situation. I was embarrassed about myself. LLast summer, when I turned
17. I participated in pease studies in Okinawa. I wanted to face the fact of was seriously
in order to change myself. I have been interested in war since I was young, and I thought
had already understood it. But it was not enough, what I saw in Okinawa was more painful
and hasher than what I had expected. I have never been so emotionally shaken before.
There is a place than particularly left an impression on my heart. It is the Himeyuri Peace
Memorial Museum. Many documents describe girl's painful experiences, they who are
almost the same age as their were sent to the battle field after undergoing trainning that
can not be called medical.

The patients groaned in the narrow bed. After risking their life to cross the mountain
to get food, they made some rice balls and offer it, they got insulted for it being too little.
They wanted to escape and had a hard time. Reading the story, my eyes filled with teans, I
didn't know the fact of the tragedy, sleepless nights, the guilt of their surviving while my
old friends have fallen, and the suffocating smell of blood. Why did I feel so sad to read
their story?

This feeling is what it feels like to be close to death.

Imaging their pain the heze that had been circling in mymind. These experiences made
me realize that war is wrong, and at the same time, I decided my dream for the future. I
want to continue to convey the thoughts of those girls in Okinawa to many people in my
own words, They had to know things they didn't want to know. They couldn't live even if
they wanted to live. There is still some strife in the world.

What can we do? It will be hard to take an action. But you can think of their pain as
I do. My step alone may be small, but if each of us learns about that and sheares our
thoughts, we can make it a big step forward together. Will you help me?
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How Musie Can Build a More Peaceful World

Yilan County Luodong Township Gongjheng Elementary School Fifth grade
CHANG HSI-CHING

Peace means that people from different countries can live together with love and
respect. I believe peace can grow through friendship, and friendship can quietly begin
through music. I feel lucky that I've been learning how to play cello since I was nine
years old. I also got the chance to be part of my school string orchestra and to join our
international music exchange program. That's how I have a chance to find out music can
touch people, bring out peace in their hearts, and make the world a better place.

The first time I went to Singapore for a music exchange, I was nervous and excited. I
hugged my cello to help myself calm. When I played the first song, the room became very
quiet. Then I heard clapping. At that moment, I understood music is not just sound. It's a
way to connect hearts. We listened, waited. and smiled. That is when peace began.

In my school, I also joined the exchange event when the sister school from Japan visited.
I was a student ambassador. I welcomed guests and showed them around my school. I
also played my cello at the welcome party. The song connected us like a bridge. When I
finished, I saw smiles on everyone's faces. I knew they felt the peace we shared through
the music.

That day, I met a girl named Yumem Momoka. At first, we were both shy. She was really
interested in my cello, so I let her touch it and try a few tones. With the melody, our
friendship slowly developed. We couldn't speak the same language, so we used a translation
app. We gave each other gifts and smiles. Even though our languages were different, music
and true friendship brought us close.

At home, I also learn about peace from my father. He was a police officer. He told me
his job was to keep people safe and protect peace in the community. During dinner, he
told me stories about World War 1, World War 2, the 228 Incident in Taiwan. At that
time, people lost their homes and families. Life became hard and unsafe. The pain stayed
in their hearts forever. We also talked about the war between Ukraine and Russia. Every
time I see broken buildings and homeless people on TV, I don't understand why people
can't just live in peace and help each other to have happy lives. These stories make me feel
sad, but also help me think. My dad says, "Peace doesn't come from weapons. It comes from
understanding." I always remember his words.

Music and my family both teach me about peace. Peace to me is like a song, a smile, or
a kind heart. I hope to make friends from around the world and use music to plant seeds of
peace. Music may stop in one place, but it will play again somewhere else. Its message will
always stay in our hearts.
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A Peaceful Society

Taipei Municipal Jing-mei Girls High School Grade 10
CHEN, SSU TUNG

The word "peace" is defined as harmony, calm, and freedom — opposite to conflict. There
are different definitions that refer to different levels, such as personal peace, societal
peace, and international peace. Among them, I would like to discuss "peace in society."

Wars, fights, and conflicts originate from human nature. People are born with desire
and selfishness, striving to gain anything that benefits them. Because of humans' ambitious
hearts, people fight with each other for the resources they desire, creating a society full
of unease. Therefore, people must reach a consensus to keep society safe and comfortable.

To maintain a peaceful society, we need to put in a lot of effort—it doesn't come out
of nowhere; it is built up over time and depends on shared consensus. People create rules
to build a better society and establish common understanding, which includes laws and
ethics. These concepts help educate people and maintain public interest through continuous
revisions of the law. Through many experiences and conflicts, democratic institutions and
the idea of people's rights have gradually emerged to help create a harmonious society. In
order to ensure that everyone has equal rights and welfare, the government tries to make
society as fair as possible. However, making everyone completely equal and satisfied is
impossible. All they can do is narrow the equity gap — not eliminate it entirely.

To make society more orderly and peaceful, some civil society organizations have emerged
to promote these concepts. For example, the "Taiwan Association for Human Rights" is one
such organization that advocates for policies, education, freedom of speech, and indigenous
rights. These efforts help strengthen peace in society and contribute to building a better
community.

In conclusion, social peace is achieved through people's constant compromise and
adaptation. Finally, I hope to further promote greater justice and fairness in the future to

strengthen the foundation of peace. I look forward to a more peaceful society.
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