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We just don't know, but--

Kushira Middle School 3rd Grade
Nene Ichiki

“Why do I have to learn this? ” I always thought about it social class.

There are probably many other students like that. I'm especially bad at history. This
is because it difficult to memorize the names of historical figures or to remember what
happened in what year.

I also learned about the World War II in a social studies class.

It began in December 8, 1941. The Japanese army made a surprise attack on Pearl
Harbor in Hawaii and landed on the British Malay Peninsula. Four years later, atomic
bombs were dropped on Hiroshima on August 6 and Nagasaki on August 9, 1945. Then, on
August 15, Emperor Showa declared defeat to the people, and the war ended. My social
studies teacher taught us so. I always try to fight off sleepiness in social studies class,
however, I concentrated on the class. This is because I knew about what was going on at
that time.

My great-aunt was nine years old at the time of the war. She remembers those days
well and often told me about them. One day, she was working in the fields with her family.
Suddenly, she heard a roaring sound from the sky. She looked up and saw American
planes flying over head. She hid in the bushes, holding her breathe and she was waiting
the plane to pass. At that moment, a bullet line was drawn right next to her with a loud
sound. She didn't understand what happened at first, but she was seized with fear after
the planes had gone. She said that she could have been killed. When I heard about it, I
was very shocked and my body trembled.

I've been thinking what she told me while taking the social studies class and I realized
that what I read in the textbook was only part of history. We just don't know, but actually
lots of different lives were being lived behind the scenes. By looking into the lives of each
of them, and imagining their feelings, we can better understand the war. I mean that we
should understand that the war is not only a historical event, but also the fact experienced
by many Japanese people. I think that we should learn it never to repeat wars.

Then how can we learn about the people who lived during the time of war? In fact, there
are many places to learn about them in Kanoya City. For example, we have the Kanoya
Air Base Museum. We can read the letters written by the members of the Special Attack
Force who flew out of Kanoya. We can also see the photographs of those who died in
the operation. In Kushira, where I live, there is the Peace Memorial Park. There is a
memorial tower and the remains of the runway for the Special Attack Force. If you visit
these place you will know the feelings of the members who had to die and the people who
had to see them off.

Have you ever been to those places? Kanoya has many remains of the war. I think we,
people living in Kanoya have to go there and learn about the people who lived in the war.
You just don't know, but we are the ones who can pass the wish for peace to the next
generation. I belive that our small steps will lead us to the peaceful future. Why don't
you believe it and take the first step?
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Small Happiness

Kanoya Girls’ High School 3rd Grade
Hikari Nozaki

Are you sharing your happiness?

For me, peace means being able to share small happiness with many people. My father

is a member of the Self-Defense Forces, and protects Japan's territory, territorial waters,
and airspace from various dangers and disasters.
Sometimes people say that the Self-Defense Forces are a threat to the Constitution,
or they waste our tax money a lot, and others say that the Self-Defense Forces are
unnecessary. However, if there were no Self-Defense Forces, there would be no one to
protect us when we are attacked by other countries, and there would be no one to rescue
us when disasters occur. In Japan today, we are able to live a peaceful life because we
have a lot of help and protection from the Self-Defense Forces and police officers.

Many wars are still occurring in the world, such as the invasion of Ukraine, the conflict
in Afghanistan, and the civil war in Syria. It has been seventy years since the war ended
in Japan. Though 193 countries belong to the United Nations now, there are only eight
countries that have not experienced war since 1945, including Japan.

Learning about this situation, I thought about why wars and conflicts do not disappear

in the world. I have had opportunities to learn a lot about war through history class
and field trips. From what I learned, I believe that the reason why wars occur is that
many people attack each other for their own interests. However, I thought that we could
reduce the number of wars by just doing two things: opening our hearts to each other and
following the rules. This is because the current state of the world is that people do not
express their thoughts or engage in discussion, but instead try to solve problems by force.
And, when they invade a defined area, such as territorial waters, or when someone fails to
follow the rules, they immediately start a war. That's why I think it's so important to open
up to each other and follow the rules.
Also, I thought about what I can do now. I cannot stop wars or get rid of weapons in the
world. However, when I think about the peace that surrounds me, there are many things I
can do in order to bring smiles around me. For example, I can raise money to help people
in need around the world, and give a hand to people who are in trouble. What I can do
right now is only a little bit, but I would be happy if the world could become a better place
to live. So, I think we need organizations such as the Self-Defense Forces that always
protect and help people. I'm proud of my father’s job.

Now, I can live safely, and I can enjoy spending good time with people close to me, and
I can feel a little happiness in my life. Everyone should feel their own happiness and
share their happiness with people around them. I would like to live my life with gratitude,
without forgetting that many people around the world support our peaceful daily lives.
Small happiness will lead to world peace someday.
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Echoe's of Peace, from Kanoya City

Kamiobaru Middle School 2nd Grade
Miki lkeuchi

Growing up in the serene town of Kanoya City, nestled in the heart of Kagoshima
Prefecture, Japan, I was enveloped by a landscape that beautifully juxtaposed natural
splendor with a poignant historical backdrop.

Kanoya is renowned for its roses and tranquil scenery, yet it bears the enduring scars
of wartime. The runways, silently etched across the farmland near picturesque coastlines,
once served as the tragic final path for young Kamikaze pilots. As a child, I innocently
played on these historic runways, shielded from the distant echoes of warplanes by nearby
water slides and flowing swimming pools.

One indelible memory remains etched in my mind: my father’s rare display of emotion as
he drove me along the runway, recounting the sacrifice of innocent Kamikaze pilots, some
as young as seventeen, whose dreams were cut short. His voice trembled with the weight
of history, leaving an indelible mark on my understanding of war and sacrifice.

Now, as a middle school student, I grasp the profound significance of those runways—
they symbolize our community's evolution from a past marred by conflict to a present
dedicated to peace. This transformation is vividly echoed at the Kanoya Air Base
Museum, a beacon of peace education that urges visitors to contemplate the futility of war
and the imperative of mutual understanding.

Peace is an ongoing pursuit that necessitates resilience, education, and collective
effort. Our community exemplifies this commitment through the dedicated efforts of local
schools and the esteemed National Institute of Fitness and Sports. They actively promote
values of peace and harmony among our youth and athletes through local sports activities,
fostering an environment where mutual understanding thrives and residents contribute to a
harmonious society.

My story isn’t merely mine-it resonates with everyone. Understanding our history of
conflict is crucial for navigating global challenges. These narratives teach us that peace
requires not just diplomacy and negotiations, but also a deep-seated commitment to mutual
understanding and compassion across divides. The lessons learned, from honoring the
past to actively building a peaceful future, carry profound implications worldwide. Peace
isn't just the absence of conflict; it's an ongoing endeavor that demands our unwavering
dedication and collective action.

In today's world, marked by persistent geopolitical tensions and unfolding humanitarian
crises, such as the conflict between Ukraine and Russia, and the ongoing situation between
Israel and Palestine, our journey offers a beacon of hope. By acknowledging our shared
humanity and learning from history, we can collectively strive for a better world where
peace prevails universally. I urge everyone to actively pursue peace, engage in dialogue,
participate in peace-building initiatives, and educate future generations about the value
of harmony and understanding. Together, we can turn the dream of peace into a living
reality.

Let us heed this message and tirelessly strive towards a world where peace prevails - a
world where every individual, young or old, can live in the embrace of nature's beauty, free
from the shadows of war. Together, our collective efforts will pave the way for a brighter
future.
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Striving for Peace in a World of Magic and Muggles

Chung Dau Elementary School Fifth grade
James Wu

As I put the VR headset on, I was startled by a hissing sound that came from the right.
Turning, I found myself immersed in a scene: Harry Potter and his companions engaged
in a fierce battle against Voldemort and his followers. Spells crackled through the air as
they fought fearlessly to defend Hogwarts from the forces of darkness.

After the dust settled, Voldemort was defeated. I rushed to embrace Harry, to thank
him for bringing peace to Hogwarts once again. Where wizards have the freedom to roam
and play once more without the threat of conflict and violence plaguing their thoughts.
Where laughter can be heard throughout the hallways and joy radiates from the smiles of
everyone.

But instead of joy, Harry seemed troubled. "Are you worried that Voldemort might
return?" I asked.

"It's not Voldemort I'm concerned about," Harry confessed with sorrow. With a wave
of his wand, we were teleported to a battlefield, where the roar of gunfire and explosions
filled the air. The school was in ruins, with its walls destroyed by bombs and countless
bullet holes. Children, as young as me, holding rifles instead of books or wands, I couldn't
see any happiness on their faces.

With tears in Harry's eyes, he sobbed "The muggle world is fascinated with weapons,
and that worries me. Even though we wizards have our powers, muggle weapons can keep
at war instead of keeping the peace. "

"T understand," I murmured. "Hundreds of thousands of innocent lives were sacrificed
for the greed of those who seek more power. " "But what can I do? I'm just a kid!" I
wondered aloud, feeling helpless in the face of such a difficult situation.

"Peace in our world means more than just no fighting; it's about fairness and listening,"
Harry explained, sounding sure. "Even kids like us can do good things by being nice
and understanding. We should try to make friends and make peace wherever we are. "
Harry was right! His words inspired me, so I decided to help spread his message of hope
and kindness. Feeling more determined, I waved goodbye to Harry and took off the VR
headset, coming back to the real world.

When I went outside, a breeze brought the nice smell of flowers and I heard birds
singing. At that moment, I felt a glimmer of hope for a brighter future, where conflicts
could be resolved not with violence, but with understanding and cooperation. If
competitions between countries must exist, they should only be competitions like the World
Cup, the Olympic Games, or Quidditch in Hogwarts and not war.

In this imperfect world of ours, we know that achieving peace won't be easy. But as
Harry had taught me, even the smallest actions could have a ripple effect, spreading love
and compassion to all comers of the globe. And so, if we have courage in our hearts and a
clear vision of a better world in our minds, we can embark on our journey towards peace,
knowing that together, we will make a difference.
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A Harmonious Vision

Chung Dau Elementary School 5th grade
Dora Lin

Peace is more than just a word; it's an idea that touches every part of our lives, from
how we treat each other to how we care for nature. To me, peace means living in harmony
where people, nature, and society grow together. My idea of peace includes understanding,
cooperation, and respect.

Peace starts with understanding. When we try to understand others, we build empathy
and kindness. Understanding comes from listening and learning about different cultures
and viewpoints. Every summer vacation, when participating in YMCA activities, I meet
friends from different countries. When sharing our traditions and experiences, we find that
we have a lot in common despite our differences. For instance, learning about the Japanese
tea ceremony from a friend taught me patience and mindfulness. These experiences help
us realize our commonalities, creating a sense of community. Understanding helps break
down prejudices and stereotypes, allowing us to see the humanity in everyone.

Cooperation is crucial for peace. It means working together towards common goals. In
school, group projects teach us teamwork, contributing our strengths, and supporting each
other. This spirit of cooperation builds trust and respect. On a global scale, for example,
the Covid-19 pandemic showed how counties can unite to tackle a common threat. Nations
donated masks, medical supplies, and vaccines to those indeed, demonstrating the power of
working together. When countries shared resources to fight the virus, they helped save
lives and eased suffering worldwide.

Respect is the foundation of a peaceful society. It means recognizing other's right,
valuing their opinions, and treating them kindly. This extends to all living beings and the
environment. When we respect nature, we protect it for generations. Respect also means
standing up against injustice. Once, I saw a fellow student being bullied and I stood up for
him. This reinforced the importance of respect and kindness in our school.

An example of respect in action is my family's tradition of volunteering at local
community centers. Every time I join my mother in community service, I spend time with
the elderly. One memorable moment was when I helped an elderly man make a paper crane
despite his shaky hands. In the end, he successfully completed it. His eyes lit up with
joy, and I felt a warm sense of accomplishment. Helping those in need shows respect for
their dignity and humanity. These small acts of kindness contribute to a larger culture of
care and support within our community, reminding us that peace can be created through
everyday actions.

In conclusion, I believe peace comes from understanding, cooperation, and respect in
how we treat others. By making small changes in how we act and think, we can create a
positive impact that spreads globally. Peace starts with each of us, and together, we can
create a future where everyone lives happily together. Let's start today by embracing
these values in our own lives and inspiring others to do the same.
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The Ideal World in My Mind

Yilan Jhong Sing Elementary School, Taiwan 4th grade
Liu Shing

When it comes to the ideal world in my mind, I hope that someday in the future, no
matter what your skin color is, everyone can travel to his or her destination instantly,
just like Doraemon and his friends did in comic books and movies. There will be limitless
delicious food and fun toys everywhere. People will be smiling, chatting, and enjoying
each other's company. What a wonderful picture that would be!

I love stories about space travel very much, and one of my favorite stories is Howl's
Moving Castle, in which Howl and Sophie can be relocated to a new place in a blink if the
bar next to the door is switched. I watched Howl's Moving Castle at school once, and I
was deeply touched by its plot and theme. In the movie, two countries start a war over a
missing prince who is turned into a scarecrow by magic. The director, Miyazaki Hayao,
hopes his movie can tell the audience that wars bring no profit to human beings and, thus,
peace should be cherished and maintained by all humans in the world.

Mr. Miyazaki's animation made me realize how horrible war is. It causes famine, death,
separation and homelessness. No one is a winner in a war. Only peace allows people to
live happily and work peacefully.

To accomplish a great thing, one must start from small. Therefore, all eleven children
in my class help each other and keep the learning environment clean and safe. When
someone has a birthday, we celebrate it with a party and cards. We also discuss homework
and play games together in order to establish a strong friendship among us. If we come
across an argument or a disagreement, we do not argue or fight as we believe open
discussions are more effective in solving problems and resolving disagreements.

Today, international transportation is very convenient, and people can easily reach a
different city or country. This makes the world like a global village. In my mind, different
countries are just like relatives and friends. If one country is devastated by a natural
disaster, such an earthquake or a flood, and needs help desperately, all the countries
which are capable of offering help should reach out to help the country in need. This will
thus create a wonderful, prosperous, and united world, just like what Confucius once said

"Great Unity of the World".

Liu X A OO R ;t Hﬂﬂ)@ VCBER e < GE ARHIC BB T, ERLWEXRYR
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